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Old Saybrook Planning Commission
Meeting Minutes of January 7, 2004


I. CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Judith Gallicchio called the meeting to order at 7:38 p.m.

II. ROLL CALL

Attending Members
Judith Gallicchio, Chairman

Robert McIntyre, Vice Chairman

Stuart Hanes, Secretary

Kathleen Smith, Regular Member

Richard Tietjen, Regular Member

Salvatore Aresco, Alternate Member

Janis Esty, Alternate Member

James Conroy, Alternate Member

Attending Staff
Christine Nelson, Town Planner

Bryan Zielinski, Recording Clerk

A. Election of Officers

The Commission must elect new members to the position of Chairman, Vice Chairman, and Secretary.

Chairman

Stuart Hanes nominates Robert McIntyre to be the Chairman of the Commission.

Vote- 4-0-1.  Robert McIntyre is the new Chairman. 

Vice Chairman

Stuart Hanes nominates Kathleen Smith to be the Vice Chairman of the Commission.

Vote- 5-0-0.  Kathleen Smith is the new Vice Chairman.

Secretary

Judith Gallicchio nominates Stuart Hanes to be the Secretary of the Commission.

Vote- 5-0-0.  Stuart Hanes continues as the Secretary.

III. OLD BUSINESS

Nothing scheduled.

IV. NEW BUSINESS

A. Modification of “Management of On-Site Sewage Disposal Systems” Ordinance (#75)
Agency: Water Pollution Control Authority (WPCA)
   Agent: John Lord, Chairman


Stephen Luckett, WPCA Coordinator, was present to discuss the changes proposed for Ordinance 75- Management of On-Site Sewage Disposal Systems.  Mr. Luckett provided the Commission with an explanation for the modifications and the intended result once adopted.  There are septic systems in town that are undersized or substandard.  These systems need upgrading or replacing to comply with the Connecticut Public Health Code and to improve the quality of ground and surface water.  Statements of compliance, signed by the Director of Health, must be prepared before any non-spousal real estate closing.  All requirements for compliance are stated in the modifications to Ordinance 75.

The Commission approves of the modifications made to Ordinance 75- Management of On-Site Sewage Disposal Systems and finds them consistent with the Plan of Conservation and Development Planning for the Next Decade:

Policies

To continue implementation and strengthen an aggressive sewer avoidance program, as the principal method of meeting sewage disposal requirements of the Town, to assure those areas not currently experiencing pollution from inadequate sewage disposal will not become future problem areas.

Municipal Improvements, Programs, and Standards

Water Pollution Control.  To avoid sewage disposal problems in the future, adequately fund and staff an aggressive sewer avoidance program that combines public education with enforceable regulations and oversight of public and individual septic system maintenance.

V. WORKSHOP

A. “Residence Conservation District” Amendment to the Zoning Regulations


The Commission discussed how the zoning regulations would affect the development of infrastructure in town to support additional population growth.  Currently the Open Space Subdivision regulation is applied to every zoning district in town, but only mandated in the Residence Conservation District.  The Open Space Subdivision allows clustering of houses on the developable land while preserving 50% of the property as undeveloped open space.  Clustering of houses is applied to any subdivision twenty five acres or greater.  Commission members will review the cluster subdivision regulations to determine if changes are necessary for other areas of town.
B. Implementation of Plan of Conservation & Development


Christine Nelson, Town Planner, prepared an updated worksheet for the finalized Plan of Conservation & Development to highlight the responsibilities of each board and commission.  Commission members should review the worksheet to become acquainted with the responsibilities expected of the Planning Commission, and prepare a list of the top three possible priorities for this year.
C. “Sidewalk Policy” Program

Christine Nelson prepared a packet of information on sidewalks for commission members to review on their own and form ideas on how and when to apply to new subdivision applications.  Construction materials and location are two items the Commission must evaluate.  The Commission will discuss “Sidewalk Policy” again at the first meeting in February.
VI. REGULAR BUSINESS

A. Committee, Representative & Staff Reports

The Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Representative is looking for a member to take his position on the Inland Wetlands Commission.  

There is a Quarterly Meeting of the Land Use Agencies scheduled for January 27 at 7:00 p.m., Pasbeshauke Pavilion.  The Conservation Commission will discuss its Plan of Conservation & Open Space at the meeting.

January 29, there will be a refresher course for all Land Use Agencies on the Roles and Responsibilities for the Planning Commission, Zoning Commission, Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Commission, and Conservation Commission.

B. Correspondence

The Commission received a request for a 180-day extension of time to file a mylar for the Z, K & G, LLC Subdivision, Middlesex Turnpike, Route 154.

MOTION to approve a 180-day extension of time to file a mylar for the Z, K & G, LLC Subdivision, Middlesex Turnpike, Route 154.  The 180 days becomes active at the original expiration date.  MOVED by Stuart Hanes.  SECONDED by Kathleen Smith.  APPROVED 5-0-0.

C. Minutes

MOTION to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of December 17, 2003.  MOVED by Stuart Hanes.  SECONDED by Judith Gallicchio.  APPROVED 5-0-0.

VI. ADJOURNMENT

MOTION to adjourn the meeting at 11:25 p.m. until the next regularly scheduled meeting on January 21, 2004 at 7:30 p.m. at Pasbeshauke Pavilion, 155 College Street, Saybrook Point.  MOVED by Stuart Hanes.  SECONDED by Kathleen Smith.  APPROVED 5-0-0.
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Respectfully submitted,

Bryan Zielinski, Recording Clerk
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